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The Gillingham Parish Council Minutes from the 7th July 2026


Attendees: Chairperson Cllr J Black, Cllr B Warmen, J Ward
Clerk: Cllr D Baker

Agenda:

1. Welcome
2. Apologies and recorded members of the public 
3. Approved minutes from previous meeting
4. Parish Ten
5. Outstanding Matters
6. Planning
7. Finance
8. Parish Council Matters
9. Correspondence


1. Welcome

Chairperson J Black welcomed all to our July meeting.

2. Apologies and recorded numbers of publics

Cllr J Johnson, Cllr L Greenwood, Cllr G Orford all provided apologies as did the clerk, J Middleton. All apologies were accepted.

6 members of the public were in attendance as well as Mr G Boyd, our County Councillor.

3. Approve Minutes from June Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were received and approved by Cllr B Warman and Cllr J Ward. 

4. Parish Ten

a) It was raised that the minutes were late appearing on the website. After discussion it was agreed that the councillors should receive the draft copy no later than a week after the meeting. They then have a week to respond. If no response is provided the assumption will be that they are agreed and they will be published as correct. Therefore, they should appear on the website at least 2 weeks before the next meeting.
b) It was raised that the path along the Dam is being used by pedestrians, cyclists, buggy pushers and mobility scooterists. In some places the path is narrow and creates issues when overtaking, particularly if the verges are overgrown. The question was asked; could we have the path widened? Discussion revolved around how this could happen. Should we seek to reduce the width of the road or fill in the adjacent drainage ditch? Both solutions were beyond the Parish Council powers so County Councillor Boyd agreed to take the question back to Highways.
c) Discussions turned to the concerns around the development of the Market Place in Beccles and the potential risks to the bus route through Gillingham. Many views, thoughts and opinions were shared but the outcome was that there is no intention to lose the bus route.
d) Crime data has been released by Norfolk Police which implies a larger than expected number of assaults on The Street. We agreed that although this is concerning it is not really a matter for the Parish Council and that the reason we didn’t know about it was because we didn’t need to know about it.

5. Outstanding Matters

a) Village Hall Car Park. We understand that there are three acceptable quotes in and the details have been sent to Cllr Evans who can now progress with the grant application.
b) Litter bins on the path up to McDonalds are still overflowing. Nobody seems to be willing to take responsibility for these bins. Cllr Baker agreed to once again try to contact someone in higher authority to gain a solution, potentially installing a public litter bin which is part of the regular collection round rather than a “privately” managed bin which is ignored.

6. Planning

No planning matters were put forward to this month’s meeting.

7. Finance

The following payments were agreed:

Jade Middleton, Clerk Wages -	£275.72
Dave Baker, Parish Printer -	£63.76
Tops Garden Service -		£459.00

We considered the cost of the Tops Service in relation to the work completed and concluded that it seemed excessive. We will look at the contract and see if there a more efficient alternative.

We discussed the renewal of the insurance. It was agreed to continue with the existing provider.

8. Parish Council Matters

a) Councillor George Boyd presented his monthly report. This can be accessed in full on the Parish Council website. We thanked George for attending and taking an active interest in parish matters. 
b) Allotment News. We are awaiting the potential fix of the old pump which will allow us to install the new one in an additional position. We are awaiting a quote from Panks Pumps regarding the potential of drilling a bore hole deeper down below the water table.
c) Parish Council Laptop. The clerk has reported that the parish laptop is old and slow, struggling to connect to the new printer. It was proposed that we should purchase a new parish laptop to enable the clerk to fully fulfill her role. This was agreed by all members.
d) Councillor Training is still being investigated for new councillors.
e) Gillingham Churchyard. After a number of enquiries from residents about the state of the church yard it has been established that it is maintained by volunteers. It was suggested that any further volunteers should approach Rev Smith who can put them in touch with the volunteer coordinator. The churchyard has now been cut.


9. Correspondence

a) Communication with Heather (auditor) regarding the final few documents to complete our 25/26 accounts.
b) Communication with Cllr Andy Evans regarding the potential grant support for the car park repairs.
c) Communication with Richard Smith regarding the overflowing bins.

10. AOB

The perennial issue of the hedges along Kings Dam. We had our monthly discussion about if they impede the view of traffic and what should be done. Cllr D Baker agreed to draft a letter to the field owners informing them of our concerns and the potential involvement of Highways should they choose to ignore our requests. Hopefully the outcome will allow this item to come off the agenda in the near future.



image1.png




