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The Gillingham Parish Council Minutes From 2nd December 2025


1. Welcome
2. Apologies and recorded numbers of public
3. Minutes from 4th November
4. Parish Ten
5. Outstanding Matters
6. Planning
7. Finance
8. Parish Council Matters
9. Correspondence



1. Welcome
Chairperson J Johnson welcome all to our December meeting.

2. Apologies and recorded numbers of public.
Apologies from Council J Ward and K Aldis. Due to other commitments, they were unable to attend the parish meeting.
 
3. Approve minutes from 4th November 2025.
The minutes from our previous meeting were approved by chairperson J. Johnson and Councilor D. Baker.

4. Parish Ten
When Chairperson J. Johnson asked the public in attendance if there was anything they would like to bring before the council, there was none.

5. Outstanding Matters
a) Hedger Cutting Letter - these were handed out to members of the public who attended the meeting and were willing to distribute them to properties in the area that may have overgrown hedges/bushes etc.
b) The Turning into Gillingham – there is currently no street lighting at the turning into the Gillingham area. This lack of lighting makes the turning dangerous. Highways will be contacted to determine whether any improvements can be made to assist with safety in this area. It is hoped that an update can be provided at our next council meeting in Feb.
c) Christmas Litter Picking – the Christmas litter picking event has been put on hold. This will now be taking place at the end of January 2026.


6. Planning
a) Gillingham Service Station - The £10,000 raised so far has come entirely from donations and crowdjustice fundraising campaign. Additional funds may be required if the matters proceed to court. All documents have been submitted but the process is moving slowly. South Norfolk did not follow the correct procedures in handling the matter, and we are expecting to hear more in the new year. Businesses in the Beccles area have been extremely supportive, which has been greatly appreciated. Donations are still welcome should anyone wish to contribute. 

7. Finance
a) Clerk Wages/|Expenses – Which included postage, wreath and printing. 
b) Trees For Playground - £300.00 was granted to us from Plants To Bloom back in May 2025. Councilor D Baker, kindly searched for some trees from Mail Order Trees. These will be planted in the new year in the playground in Gillingham.

8. Parish Council Matters
a) Councilor J Johnson welcomed new councilor member L Greenwood.
b) Bank Mandate – this has been an ongoing issue, which repeated efforts to ensure all forms are completed correctly and submitted. We expect to have full access to the bank account in the new year. 
c) Plant To Bloom – Councilor D Baker has arranged the purchase of a variety of trees to be planted in the playground. These will help screen and cover the area where the playground back onto the Gillingham motel.

9. Correspondence
a) Barclays Bank – Telephone conversations were held regarding the delay in sorting the bank mandate. It was identified that a page had been missed for signature. This has now been resolved; all documents have been signed and returned.
b) SNC – the council has followed up on an invoice that became due a few months ago. The situation was explained, and they were completely understanding. Payment will be made as soon as all bank forms have been approved and access in place.


Are next meeting will be taking place on the 3rd February 2026 at 6.30pm, Gillingham Village Hall.
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