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The Gillingham Parish Council Minutes from 4th November 2025.


Attendees: Chairperson. J. Johson, W. Warmen, D.Baker, J.Ward
Clerk: J Middleton

Agenda

1. Welcome
2. Apologies and recorded numbers of public
3. Mintues from 7th October 2025
4. Parish Ten
5. Outstanding Matters
6. Planning
7. Finance
8. Parish Council Matters
9. Correspondence


1. Welcome

Chairperson J. Johnson welcomed all to our November meeting.

2. Apologies and Recorded Numbers of Members of The Public

Apologies from Councillor J Black and K Aldis, due to other commitment they were unable to attend the council meeting. Five members of the parish council were present, along with one clerk and ten members of the public as well as councillor Andy Evans.

3. Approve Minutes From 7th October 2025.

The minutes if the previous meeting were approved by Cllr W Warmen and Chairperson J Johnson.

4. Parish Ten

a) Dog Attack – it was brought to the council’s attention that a dog attack had recently occurred in the area. The council discussed possible ways to offer support and agreed to write to the individual involved to address the incident in a friendly and professional manner.
b) Palm Trees – Unfortunately, there will be no palm trees donated to the Gillingham area.
c) Gillingham Dam – It was mentioned that Gillingham Dam is due for a trim. This matter had previously been discussed with Highways during our face-to-face meeting, where we were informed that the trimming is carried out once a year. The Council agreed to contact Highways to enquire whether the dam could be trimmed twice a year instead.

5. Outstanding Matters

a) Hedge Cutting Letter – A letter will be prepared, and 30 copies will be printed for distribution to residents of Gillingham
b) Dog Bin – Forge drive - Once the invoice for the dog bins has been paid, the council can proceed with going forward getting a dog bin on Forge Drive.
c) Wreath – A wreath will be purchased for Remembrance Day. Once obtained, it will be delivered to cllr B Warmen, who will take it to church on the Sunday service to pay respects on behalf of Gillingham Parish Council.
d) It was brought to the councils’ attention that chariman Andy Rymer is still listed on the website. This information needs to be removed and updated accordingly. 

6. Planning

a)  Land south and west Gillingham at service station – it was reported that a particular protected snake species has been found in the area. Our case has been submitted to the council, and a response may take approximately 3-6 weeks. Solicitors have advised that we have done everyth8iing possible at this stage. If the matter proceeds to court, a date would take up to seven months to be submitted. A crowd justice page has been set up to allow members of the public to donate towards legal costs. Beccles Town Council has also become involved in this matter.
b) Application For Permission to Introduce a Memorial Into a Churchyard – it was noted that applications to introduce a memorial into the churchyard are not handled by the Parish Council. This matter would need to be taken up directly with the church council.
c) Application Bridge House – no one on the council or members of the public had a problem with this application.

7. Finance

a) Clerk – Wages and Expenses
b) Wreath - £20.00 brought from the Chairty Shop

8. Parish Council Matters

a) Clerk Training – The clerk has completed four hours of training designed to support her understanding of the role and its responsivities and improve her effectiveness in carrying out clerk duties.
b) Bank Mandate – The council noted that the bank mandate has been an ongoing issue due to delays In obtaining the required signatures and completing the necessary forms. All documentation has now been signed and submitted.
c) New Council Members – Councilors agreed to appoint a new member to the council. Lorriane Greenwood was duly approved and welcomed to the council.
d) Christmas Litter Picking – the council will be holding a Christmas Litter Picking even on the 6th December 2025 at 10am. The summer event saw a good turnout, and while fewer participants may be expected due to the colder weather, the council encourages residents to join in and support this worthwhile community effort.
9. Correspondence

a) Ruth Batterley – Ruth, the head of the training programme attended by clerk, was acknowledged for her role in delivering the recent training session.
b) SDC – Contacted the council regarding an outstanding invoice. The situation was explained to them, they were understanding and happy to wait for payment.
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