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The Gillingham Parish Council Minutes from 2nd September 2025

Attendees: Chairperson J. Johnson, Cllr W Warmen, J Ward, J Black, K Aldis and D Baker.
Clerk: J Middleton

Agenda

1. Welcome
2. Apologies and recorded members of the public
3. Approved Minutes from 1st July 2025
4. Parish Ten
5. Outstanding Matters
6. Planning
7. Finance
8. Parish Council Matters
9. Correspondence

1. Welcome

Chairperson J Johnson welcomed all to our September meeting.

2. Apologies and Recorded Numbers of Publics

All members of the parish council were present. Broadland District Councillor Andy Evans was also in attendance, together with eight members of the public.

3. Approve Minutes From 1st July 2025

The minutes of the previous meeting were received and approved by Cllrs W Wamen and D Baker.

4. Parish Ten

a) Overgrown Hedges – it was reported that some hedges and vegetation are overgrown and obstructing footpaths on certain areas. It was suggested that a letter be prepared and distributed to all residents of Gillingham as a polite reminder to ensure hedges and shrubs are trimmed back where they may be encroaching onto pavements.
b) Broken Gate – it was noted that the gates on the street leading onto the footpath to McDonalds were damaged as a result of a stolen car. It is believed that the broken gate has since been removed.
c) Blocking Footpaths – concerns were raised regarding large vehicles parking where they should not be, resulting in block paths and obstructing views coming out of junctions. It was suggested that photographs of offending vehicles be taken and reported to the appropriate authorities so that the matter can be addressed.
d) Hanging Flag – It was reported that a Union Jack Flag has been placed outside Gillingham Village Hall without prior authorization. It is believed that the flag was put up by a local resident. The council noted that any items displayed or placed on the Village Halll must first receive approval from the Village Hall committee.
e) The Swan, Motel Toilets – The issue regarding the swam motel and its temporary structures that have been built in the car part was raised again. A letter will be sent to the owners to clarify how long the structures are intended to remain, whether they are temporary or permanent and if the appropriate permissions were obtained.

5. Outstanding Matters

a) Highways – we have arranged for a representative to attend a meeting with some of our councillors and residents of Gillingham to discuss concerns regarding specific areas in Gillingham. This will be taking place on 26th September at 1pm.
b) Gaze & Co – A letter was sent to the company regarding their vehicles travelling too fast on Raveningham Road, but we have not yet had a reply. 
c) Raveningham Road – we have raised this issue with Highways but have not yet received a response, I am currently working on outing something together to have over to the Highways representative on Friday (26th September).
d) Grazing Land – A resident recently asked whether Gillingham has any land available for rent that could be used for grazing. Unfortunately, we do not have any such land. We advised to contact Beccles Town Council to see if they are aware of any suitable Land. They could also try contacting Durrants, as they may know of grazing land for rent in the local area.
e) Marsh Lane – it was requested that a finger/post waymark footpath and the bank to ensure the route is clearly marked. It was noted that Norfolk County Council Public Rights of Way team would be the best people to contacted regarding this matter.

6. Planning

Land South and West Gillingham at Service Station – Chairperson J Johnson spoke on behalf Gillingham residents, at the development meeting that took place at the beginning of July. J Johnson was outlining concerns and about the impact of the proposed development. J Johnson felt very missed and unheard. Councillor A Evans attends our parish meeting and Cllr K Aldis questioned Evans regarding correspondence sent to the developer meeting stating that it did not fully reflect the range of concerns raised by Gillingham residents and as a community felt let down. Once we know more, we will let everyone know.

7. Finance

5 Cheques were raised and needing signing
D M Bracey – park inspection
Norfolk Assoc – Web Site
Norfolk Assoc – Grass Cutting
South Norfolk Council – Dog Bins	
Clerk – Wages
At present we only have one person who is authorized to sign cheques. Once we have the new mandate form competed, all signed them we will be signed and sent off.

8. Parish Council Matters

a) Barclays – The clerk reported that this issue regarding Barclays remains ongoing. A new mandate form has been completed and sent to the bank; however, no response has yet been received. The clerk, J Middleton will follow this up as a matter of priority given its importance. 
b) Plants of Bloom – It was noted that this item will be raised again at the November meeting. Plans are in pace to purchase shrubs, trees and other plants around that time, with the intention of planting them in the playground in Gillingham.
c) Allotment Fees Due – Cllr D Baker is new responsible for all allotment matters, including payments. It was reported that the majority of tenants have paid, with only a small number of outstanding payments still to be chased.
d) Numbers of Members on Parish Council – The minimum number of councillors required for a parish council is five. The Council currently has five councillors plus a chairperson. It was noted that two local residents have express an interest in joining as parish councillor. 

9. Correspondence

a) Gary Overland – Highways 
b) PC Hayley McNeil
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