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The Gillingham Parish Council minutes 
For the 4th March 2025.

Attendees: Councilors Present: Chairperson J Johnson, B Warmen, J.Ward, K.Adlis.
Clerk: J Middleton

Apologies received from D Baker.

Agenda

1. Welcome
2. Apologies for absence received and recorded numbers of public members
3. To approve the minutes from 4th February 2025
4. Parish Ten – Public Forum
5. Discuss outstanding matters from last meeting.
6. Village Matters
7. Finance
8. Planning
9. Parish Council Matters
10. Correspondence

1. Welcome

Chairperson J.Johnson welcomed the councillors and attendees to the meeting.

2. Apologies for absence received and recorded numbers of public members.

D.Baker extended his apologies. Due to work commitments, he was unable to attend. There were 7 members of the public present.

3. To approve the minutes from the 4th February 2025.

There was a query on one of the sections. Once this has been clarified and amended, then these can be approved.

4. Parish Ten

a) Octogenarian update – Councillors and members of the public received and updated the procured spreadsheet. Funds will be distributed to those on the octogenarian list as soon as possible.

b) Pot Holes: This has been a significant issue in the Gillingham area, with little progress made so far. It was suggested that the more people report the problem to Highways, the more likely action will be taken.


c) Dog Bin –It has come to our attention that the dog bin requested before Christmas has not yet been installed. We will follow up on this, and hopefully, it will be in place soon.


d) Gillingham Dam – This road is considered potentially dangerous for cyclists. A suggestion was made to add a cycle lane, but as council members, we recognize that this is not feasible. However, installing a shared cycle and pedestrian could be a possible alternative.

5. Discuss outstanding matters from last meeting.

Hedges at King Dam – these were trimmed about on the 28th February 2025

6. Village Matters

a) Mole Hills – We attempted to contact our local mole specialist, but due to an upcoming operation, he is unable to assist. As an alternative, we have decided to order solar mole repellents to address the issue in a humane way, ensuring no harm comes to the moles.

b) The Lighting on the entrance to Gillingham (A146) – We have emailed Highways regarding this issue; we just need to wait on a reply from them. We will chase in a few weeks if we have not heard back.

c) The Big South Norfolk Litter Pick – We have scheduled a litter-picking session for April 12th at 11am. To encourage more participation, we will promote the event in the Tidings and out up posters around the Gillingham area.

d) Allotment Plots – Councillor D.Baker has successfully filled nearly all the allotment plots. It was suggested that one plot could be designated as a commercial plot for those who may not have time to maintain a full allotment.
 
e) Raise the flag for VE day – this was discussed and we mentioned a coffee morning, this we will be discussed more at the next meeting.

f) Playground Tidy – It was noted that the playground in Gillingham is in need of some TLC. We discussed the possibility of organizing a community gathering to help tidy up and refresh the area.

7. Finance

One Cheque was issued, this was Clerk Wages – this was signed by B Warmen and A Rymer.

8. Planning

Proposal: 2 Storey rear extension, front porch, side canopy roof and detached garage – all councillors and members of the public had no issues with this planning permission.


9. Parish Council Matters

a) New Council Members – A few people have expressed interest in becoming councillors for Gillingham. We are currently waiting to see if there are any more applicants, as we have re-advertised the opportunity in the Tidings.

b) Plant in Bloom: Gillingham Parish received funds of £300.00 back in 2024. The funds have to be returned due to expiration of the spending timeframe. The funds were originally designated for bulbs and plant. The full amount could not be utilized within the permitted period.


c) Tidings Update – it was discussed that the following topics be included in the tidings article for this month.
· New Council Members
· Commercial Allotment Plot
· Litter Picking date and time
· Playground Tidy.

d) Time Change. We have decided that the council time of the meetings will be changed from 7.30 to 6.30pm.

10. Correspondence

Emails back and forth with our local mole man, in the end was unable to help us. But we have come up with a solution ourselfs.
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