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The Gillingham Parish Council Minutes
4th February 2025

Attendees – Councilors Present: Acting as chairperson: J. Johnson, B. Warman, J. Ward. Clerk: J. Middleton.  

Apologies received from A. Rymer and K. Adlis.

Agenda

1. Welcome
2. Apologies for absence received and recorded number of public members.
3. To approve the minutes from 3rd December 2024.
4. Parish Ten – Public Forum
5. Discuss outstanding matters from the last meeting.
6. Village matters
7. Finance
8. Planning
9. Parish Council Matters
10. Correspondence

1. Welcome

Stepping in for the Chairperson, J. Johnson welcomed the attendees to the meeting and informed them that Chairman A. Rymer had to resign from his position as Chair of the Gillingham Parish Council.

2. Apologies for absence received and attendance of public members documented. 

 K. Adlis extended her apologies, and there were ten members of the public present.

3. To Approve the minutes from 3rd December 2024.

 A few last-minute amendments were necessary. Once these are addressed, the document can be signed at the next meeting.

4. Parish Ten

a) Several members of the public enquired about the funds allocated for octogenarians. I clarified that there were more individuals involved than initially anticipated, resulting in a minimal amount available for each person.

b)  Mole Hills – We have noticed a significant number of mole hills in the playground area. We will investigate this issue and contact a local mole specialist to assess the situation and provide us with a quote.


c) The entrance to Gillingham on Loddon Road is inadequately illuminated, making it difficult to see the turning in low light or adverse weather conditions. We agreed to contact the highways department to request their assistance in addressing this issue.

d) Pipe Leak on The Street: This pipe has been flooding for over a month now. We will write to Highways and Anglian Water to report this issue.


e) Gillingham St Michaels, CoFE Primary Academy: The school is trying to raise £15,000 for new play equipment. The old equipment, which had been in use for over 20 years, was recently removed by a local builder. The friends of the school are enquiring if the Gillingham Parish Council can contribute funds towards the new equipment. We have agreed to investigate this and explore ways to help raise the necessary funds.


5. Discuss outstanding matters from last meeting.

a) The hedges on Kings Dam have still not been trimmed back. Another letter will be sent to the landowners, requesting them to trim the hedges as soon as possible.

b) There are approximately six allotment plots still available for rent. It has been approved by Councillors B. Warmen and J. Ward that we will reach out to people as far as Bungay to fill these vacancies.



6. Village Matters

a) Picnic Benches for the park: We have decided to put the installation of picnic benches on hold until springtime.
 
b) Tree Warden: Our local tree warden, Hugh Coggles, attended the meeting for those who had concerns about certain trees in our area. We have been informed that we can email him anytime regarding any tree-related issues. Additionally, it is possible to put a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) on trees, within reason. All that is needed is the location and a picture of the tree.


c) Climbing Wall: There is no update on the climbing wall at the moment. We are still waiting on bank statements from our bank.

d) Money for Octogenarians: The spreadsheet for this needs to be sent to Councilors B. Warmen and J. Ward. They will review the list to ensure that everyone who needs to be on it is included. Anyone who has sadly passed away will be removed.

e) Litter Picking: This topic will be brought back for discussion in the spring.


7. Finance
Three cheques were issued at the meeting:
1. Two cheques for J. Middleton: one for wages (Dec/Jan) and the other for expenses.
2. One cheque for the Information Commissioner's Office, which has been questioned as no other council member recalls paying for this in the past.

8. Planning

N/A

9. Parish Council Matters

a) New Council Members: We are pleased to announce that Dave Baker will be joining the council panel. D. Baker was voted in on the spot by Councillors B. Warmen and J. Ward.

b) As we need a new chairperson on the council, a vote was held at the meeting, and J. Johnson was elected as the new Gillingham Parish Council Chairperson.


c) Tiding Update: It was discussed that the following topics be included in the tidings article:

· More Council members
· Available plots still available
· Hedges and bushes to be trimmed.
· New members listed.
· Litter picking in spring.


d) Pride in Place: £300.00 was funded to the Gillingham Parish Council last year. We need to investigate when this money was received and determine if any of it was used for plant-based projects.

10. Correspondence.

· Hugh Coggle: Emails regarding attending our meeting.
· Jack Hubbard: Emails regarding the climbing wall.


image1.png




