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The Gillingham Parish Council Meeting 5th November 2024 at 7.30pm

Attendees – Councillors Present: Chairman A. Rymer, B. Warman, K. Aldis, J. Johnson, and Clerk J. Middleton.


Agenda

1. Welcome
2. Apologies for absence recorded and attendance of public members documented.
3. Approve the minutes from last meeting.
4. To discuss outstanding matters from last meeting.
5. Parish 10
6. Planning
7. Village Matters
8. Finance
9. Parish Council Matters
10. Correspondence

1. Welcome 
Chairman Andy Rymer extended a warm welcome to all attendees of the meeting, including members of the public.
2. Apologies for absence recorded and attendance of public members documented.
J. Ward expressed her apologies, and nine members of the public were in attendance.

3. Approval of minutes from 5th November 2024

J. Johnson and B. Warmen have approved the minutes from the previous meeting.

4. To discuss outstanding matters from last meeting

a) Allotment waste on plot 11A: A letter was dispatched to the plot holders, requesting the removal of any waste. In response, the plot holders reached out, seeking additional time to restore the plot to its intended condition. They clarified that the waste consists of non-construction materials and that they intend to utilise these materials for the installation of raised beds. However, progress has been delayed due to a medical operation, and they are currently focusing on recovery. We will allow a period of six months for them to address the situation, after which we will follow up if no improvements have been made.
b) The Gillingham Dam was a topic of discussion regarding our follow-up with the highways department concerning the timeline for trimming the hedges and trees. Remarkably, just a day after our meeting, the highways team conducted trimming and cutting. As a result, the Gillingham Dam now presents a neat and tidy appearance.
c) The hedges at Kings Dam remain overgrown, despite a commitment to trim them back in October. As we are now in November and this task has not yet been completed, we must reach out to the landowners once again to request that the hedges be addressed as soon as possible.
d) It was proposed that a new dog waste bin be installed on Forge Grove, near the bridge. We will reach out to South Norfolk Council to facilitate this request.
e) We need to reach out to the Tree Warden residing in Gillingham to see if he would be willing to attend one of our meetings. The purpose of his attendance would be to address several concerns raised by the public regarding specific trees.

5. Parish 10

a) On July 26th, a member of the public reported an issue concerning Gillingham Dam to Highways, reference number 79976. While this matter was set to be followed up, it has since been addressed and resolved by the team, rendering further action unnecessary.
b) Hemmings Way - Parking: There are multiple vehicles parked near the intersection of this road, creating a potential concern. We are currently exploring the appropriate measures to address this issue. We will consult the relevant policies with South Norfolk Council to guide our subsequent actions.
c) It has come to our attention that there is a tree near the bus stop that appears to be dead at the roots while still exhibiting life in other areas. We need to identify the owner of this tree and determine the possibility of having it removed.

6. Planning

a) The proposal for the eclectic vehicle charging hub has been withdrawn.
b) The Parish Council has expressed objections regarding the Verge Parking Bay. We should consider the option of seeking an extension on this issue.


7. Village Matters
a) Christmas Tree – We should reach out to local tree vendors to inquire if they would be willing to donate a tree for display outside the village hall.
b) There are five allotment plots available for rent. We should promote these opportunities in the newsletter and on our Facebook page to attract potential renters.
c) Sleeping Rough Inquiry - Cathy Hembry reached out via email to inquire whether we are aware of any individuals sleeping rough in the area. After consulting with both councillors and members of the public, we found that none could identify anyone in such circumstances.

8. Finance
All payments have been approved for processing:
· Jade Middleton – Wage
· South Norfolk Council – Annual charge for dog waste bin
· Top Garden Services – Grass cutting for September.

9. Parish Council Matters

a) We are currently seeking new council members, and it is essential that this opportunity is advertised. Although we have prepared an article for inclusion in the upcoming newsletter, I fear I may have missed the submission deadline.
b) Approve a wreath for Remembrance Day. A wreath was approved and ordered; however, the delivered item did not match our request. Fortunately, the British Legion came to our aid, allowing us to purchase one from them. Councillor B. Warmen laid the wreath on behalf of the Gillingham Parish Council.
c) The NS&I account contained a minimal balance that had remained inactive for several years. We successfully transferred the funds to our Barclays account, and the NS&I account has now been closed.

10. Correspondence

We have been in communication with Jack from Finding Fitness concerning the climbing wall project. Jack will assist us in completing all necessary forms for funding. We anticipate having more information on the project's status by the beginning of the new year.
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