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Gillingham Parish Council Minutes 
3rd December 2024

Attendees: Councilors Present: Charman: A. Rymer, B. Warmen, J. Johnson and J Ward.
Clerk: J. Middleton

Absent: K. Adlis

Agenda

1. Welcome
2. Apologies for absence recorded
3. To approve the minutes of 5th November 2024
4. Parish Ten 
5. To discuss the outstanding matter arising from last meeting
6. Village Matters
7. Planning
8. Finance
9. Parish council matters
10. Correspondence

1. Welcome

Chairman A. Rymer extended a warm welcome to all attendees at the meeting.

2. Apologies for absence recorded and attendance of public members documented

K. Adlis expressed her apologies for her inability to attend the meeting, which was attended by eight members of the public.

3. Approval of minutes from 5th November 2024.

 The minutes from the previous meeting have been approved by Councilors J. Johnson and B. Warman.

4. Parish Ten

a) Litter picking was successfully conducted in the spring of 2024, with positive feedback from participants. A community member has provided all the necessary equipment for this initiative. We plan to revisit this activity in a few months, aiming to organize another event for the spring of 2025. Additionally, we could reach out to the local school to see if any students would be interested in participating.

b)  A member of the public indicated that she has had a conversation with the local MP, who may be available to attend a future meeting.

5. To discuss outstanding matters from last meeting

a) The hedges at Kings Dam remain untrimmed. A letter has been dispatched, but no response has been received. A follow-up letter can be sent in the new year; if there is still no reply, we will need to reach out to Highways for further action.

b) Allotment Plots – Unfortunately, I missed the deadline for submitting information to the Tidings, which has prevented us from advertising the remaining available plots. I assure you this will not happen again, and we will ensure that an article is included in the New Year edition of the Tidings.


c)  I mistakenly created a Facebook page instead of a group. I will rectify this error and establish the group as soon as possible. Once this is accomplished, we will be able to update the community on parish council activities in a more contemporary manner.


6. Village matters

a) I reached out to several organizations about donating a Christmas tree for display outside the village hall. While a few companies responded, they were unable to provide a tree. It was suggested that we consider planting our own tree in the new year, which would allow us to use it for many years to come.

b)  A new dog waste bin is needed in the Gillingham area, as previously discussed. The optimal location for this bin is near the flyover bridge. It is anticipated that the new bin will be installed by the start of the new year.


c)  The Climbing Wall project requires the completion of a grant application. After submitting the form, we will need to wait for a response regarding the funding status. We anticipate receiving an update in the new year.

d) It was suggested that adding more picnic benches to the playground area in Gillingham would be beneficial. Additionally, it was recommended to reach out to Cherry Lane Garden Centre to inquire about any available deals or potential sources for acquiring the benches.


e) The previous list of recipients for Christmas cards includes octogenarians, indicating that each individual will receive £12.86. The cards will be handwritten and personally delivered just before Christmas.

f)  We have learned that Mark Symonds serves as the local tree warden for our area. I will reach out to him via email to inquire if he can attend one of our meetings, allowing the public to express their concerns regarding specific trees in the community.

7. Planning

N/A


8. Finance

 Only one payment required approval: Jade Middleton's wages for November.

9. Parish council matters

a) New Council Members - Due to a missed deadline for advertising in this month's Tidings, we have made no progress in recruiting new members. We will ensure that there is an announcement in the New Year’s edition.

b) Playground Certificate and Monthly Safety Training
It has come to my attention that a new certificate for the playground is required to ensure our insurance coverage. Additionally, we need to organise training for all councilors to participate in monthly inspections of the playground. This will involve checking that all equipment is safe and that the area remains tidy.


c) To ensure the climbing wall remains in optimal condition, it is essential to assess the maintenance requirements thoroughly. This includes evaluating the frequency of inspections, necessary repairs, and any preventive measures that may be needed to enhance safety and longevity.

10. Correspondence 

N/A
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