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The Gillingham Parish Council Minutes From Meeting on
1st October 2024 at 7.30pm

Attendees – Councilors Present: Chairman: A Rymer, Councilors: B Warman, J Ward, J Johnson. Clerk J Middleton and 8 members of the public. 

Absent: Apologies recorded from K Aldis and J Hammersley.

Agenda

1. Welcome
2. Approve minutes from last meeting.
3. To address outstanding issues from the previous meeting
4. Parish Ten
5. Planning
6. Village Matter
7. Finance
8. Parish Council Matters
9. Correspondence
10. AOB.

1. Welcome
Chairman Andy Rymer welcomed the attendees to the meeting and expressed gratitude to the public for their participation.

2. Approve minutes from last meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting receive unanimous approval from all attending councilor. Chairman Andy Rymer signed and dated the minutes.

3. To address outstanding issues from previous meeting. 
a) Overgrown hedges on Kings Dam – A letter was sent out to the owner of the land, regarding the overgrown hedges. Hopefully by the time of our next meeting, we will have more information.

b) Allotment Waste On Plot 11A – A letter was sent out to the plot holder, asking them to kindly remove any waste on there plot. Hopefully by our next meeting we have heard back regarding this matter.


c) Committee For Allotments - It was brought forward that it would be a good idea if there was a few allotment members to come together and form a committee. This way any concerns that plot holders might have then can pass onto a committee member and they can approach us in our monthly meetings. Dave Baker, who attending the meeting said that he would be more than happy to be on the committee. Having a spokesperson for the allotments is a way to bring the community together and hopefully make the allotments better.

d) Gillingham Dam Overgrowth – This has been an ongoing matter and has been reported a few times. I heard back from the council saying that they are aware of the situation and it will be sorted in due course. 

e) Tidings Update – due to being unwell, I missed the deadline for something to go into the tidings. I will have something in the next issue. Please accept my apologies. 

4. Parish Ten
a) Tree Warden: It has been brought to your attention that there is a few trees around Gillingham they are in need of some maintenance. In September one of the allotment holders informed us Councils that is was the Gillingham Tree Warden. I will try and get in contact with me and ask him to attend our next meeting.
b) Dog Bins – as there are now more people in Gillingham with Dogs, it might be a good idea to get another Dog Bin put up in the area. I will contact South Norfolk Council for more information regarding this. 
c) Allotment Agreements – As the new tenancy agreements that were sent out are missing some information and some that needs to come out. A new tenancy will be put together and sent out to all the plot holders.

5. Planning
Proposal was brought forward for an electric vehicle recharging hub, associated infrastructure/Plant and associated works – located Shell Beccles Petrol Station. 
All were in favor for this to go ahead.

6. Village Matters:
a) To received an update on the neighborhood plan: Norfolk Council have an agreement to join Gelston and Gillingham. The grant money has been approved and a consultant has been approved for this but the position hasn’t been filled yet. If planning doesn’t go ahead then all grant money has to be returned. The more people that can be involved in this plan the better the outcome. People will get a say on how new buildings will look. How things will look around your area. You will have an impact on what areas need protecting in your area. There are several plans on line. The more people in the area speak up the more say they will have. 

b) Looking into getting a Christmas tree to be donated: I need to ask area local area to see if anyone is willing to donate a Christmas Tree to be placed outside the Gillingham Village Hall.

c) New Climbing Wall For The Playground: This needs to be chased up to see if the Climbing Wall can be given to us free of charge. I think a few forms need to be filled out but help will be given for this. Need to arrange for the company who wll be suppling this to come out and see whether this is actually fit in the playground first.

d) S Bend – Looking into Options to slow traffic down on the corner of the sheet -  
This is an ongoing problem and even with signs etc we as a council don’t feel this will do too much to help the problem. No accident has occurred on this corner as yet. Let’s hope it stays that way.

e) Marsh Lane – Damage to Path by Tractors and there is a broken gate – half of the path is owned by highways the other half is owned by the people that live down the lane. As tractors are coming and going down this lane to be able to get to land, this is going to be an ongoing problem. I will contact highways to see if they can come out and look at the lane to see if they are willing to do anything. But once you will in a pot hole it isn’t going to take long for more to appear.

f) Allotment Plots – There are a few plots that are available. Advertise in the tidings and hopefully these plots will get taken up.


7. Finance: 
There was only one payment that was going out this month and that has been approved. Wages for clerk.

8. Parish Council Matters:
a) Advertise for another council member – advert this position in the tidings. 

9. Correspondence – N/A
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