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The Gillingham Parish Council Meeting
10th September 2024 at 7.30pm

Attendees - Councilors Present: Charman: A. Rymer, Councilors: B. Warman, K. Aldis, J. Ward, J. Hammersley. Clerk: J. Middleton and 8 members of the public.

Absent: Apologies recorded for Julia Johnson.

Agenda

1. Welcome
2. Election of Chair for coming year
3. Approve minutes from last meeting
4. Parish Ten – Public Forum
5. To address outstanding issues from the previous meeting 
6. Planning
7. Village Matters
8. Finance 
9. Correspondence
10. AOB 


1. Welcome
  
      Chairman Andy Rymer welcomed the attendees to the meeting and expressed
gratitude to the public for their participation.

2. To elect a chair for the coming year.

The decision was made at the last meeting; however, with two councilors absent, we wanted to check for any objections, of which there were none. Andy Rymer has been confirmed as the Chair for the upcoming year 2024-2025.

3. Approve minutes from last meeting.

The minutes of the previous meeting received unanimous approval from all attending councilors.

4.  Parish Ten – Public Forum.

· The issue of Gillingham Dam was raised in the previous meeting. It has been reported to the Highway Authority under reference number 719976 by a member of the public. I intend to follow up on this matter, as the dam is currently completely overgrown.
· Rumors are circulating that The Verge on the Street may be converted into a car parking area.
· The S bends in Gillingham require attention from the Highways Department due to speeding and inattentiveness by drivers on this curve. This could soon lead to an accident. I will contact the Highways Department myself to discuss potential measures that could be implemented to address this issue.

5. To address outstanding issues from the previous meeting. 

a) Overgrown hedges on Kings Dam – an intended letter from one of the councilors was not written due to other work commitments, for which apologies are extended. A letter will be sent to the owner of the hedges in the next few days to hopefully address the issue.

b) Allotment Plot Holder Waste - A letter will be sent to the plot holder advising that the waste must be cleared immediately. Should this not be addressed within the specified timeframe, the plot will be reclaimed.


6. Planning.

The sole planning application for 36 The Street involves replacing a hedge with a fence. All Councilors agreed that this was a beneficial change and raised no objections.

7. Village Matters.

a) Neighborhood Plan Update - Chairman Andy Rymer is scheduled to attend a meeting on the 11th of September to discuss this matter and will provide an update in our subsequent meeting.

b) Allotment Spokesperson - The council has found merit in the idea of forming a committee of allotment holders. This committee would serve as a conduit for any concerns or ideas about the allotments to be communicated to J. Middleton, Clerk or to other councilors, and these can be addressed during our monthly meetings.

c) Allotment Payments - New agreements have been dispatched. Some plot holders have relinquished their allotments, finding them too burdensome. There are still a few plot holders who need to complete their payments. However, the majority have returned their signed agreements and have made their payments.

d) Electric Vehicle Charging Point and Solar PV - We are exploring grant funding for these initiatives and are in the process of gathering more information. Once we have a clearer understanding, we will discuss it further at the next meeting.

8. Finance.

A spreadsheet detailing all payments for the month of August has been compiled, with all payments confirmed and subsequently sent out and settled.

9. Correspondence.

N/A

10. AOB.

· Contact the Highways Department to determine if they can attend one of our meetings.

· Marsh Lane – The broken gate at the entrance needs to be addressed.


· Facebook – A Facebook page for Gillingham was proposed. It should be operational by the next meeting.

· Advertisement for Another Councilor – This should be published in the Tidings.

· Gillingham in Bloom – Plan to plant bulbs in areas around Gillingham that could use some care.

· Christmas Tree – Investigate acquiring a tree to place outside the Village Hall. Consider using the Facebook page to request tree decoration donations or handmade ornaments to be made by Gillingham's children.
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