Coronavirus Latest Information, Advice and Useful Links (Updated 28 May 2020)

This is a very fast-moving situation and our focus right now is on delaying the spread of coronavirus and ensuring our services are responding well. This is clearly hugely important and requires all of our attention. 

The Norfolk Resilience Forum is driving our local response through multi-agency strategic and tactical delivery groups. 

The information below is intended as a resource to keep you up to date with the latest information and advice.

Trusted sources of information

· The most recent verified data on cases in the UK and Norfolk is available from Public Health England here.

· Everyone has a key role in promoting www.nhs.uk/coronavirus and www.gov.uk/coronavirus as trusted sources of information to the public.  It is really important to ensure people go to the right sources of information and keep up to date with how to look after themselves. 

· PHE is addressing common questions on its Public Health Matters blog.
· Keep up to date: We have a dedicated webpage for coronavirus updates in Norfolk, and impacts on Norfolk County Council services. This is updated regularly so please do re-visit this page.

Latest national announcements 

· The latest information on the government response can be found here. 

· Reopening High Streets Safely Fund - A new £50 million fund for councils to support their local high streets get safely back to business announced today by High Streets Minister Simon Clarke (24 May). To prepare for the reopening of non-essential retail when the scientific advice allows, the Reopening High Streets Safely Fund will help councils in England introduce a range of safety measures in a move to kick-start local economies, get people back to work and customers back to the shops. It will also support a range of practical safety measures including new signs, street markings and temporary barriers. This will help get businesses get ready for when they can begin trading safely, not only in high streets and town and city centres, but also in other public spaces like beachfronts and promenades. Councils will also be able to use this money to develop local marketing campaigns to explain the changes to the public and reassure them that their high streets and other commercial areas are safe.

· NHS support staff and social care workers’ bereavement scheme extended - The Home Office announced it is extending the offer of indefinite leave to remain to the families and dependants of NHS support staff and social care workers who die as result of contracting coronavirus.  The offer of indefinite leave to remain was effective immediately and retrospectively. 

Public information – Key messages for residents

· Public Health England have made a factsheet for children available. It's designed to help children understand the importance of hand washing and how to stop the spread of coronavirus.
· Honours - the Prime Minister announced a new process for honours nominations, making it easier to nominate those who have contributed to the coronavirus response. Contributions can include: 

· frontline work supporting the most vulnerable members of society and those who have caught coronavirus

· providing critical care to coronavirus patients

· developing innovations to support the vulnerable and those with coronavirus

· going to extraordinary lengths to keep critical services going

· volunteering in the community or for service organisations in support of those affected by coronavirus

· The nomination form requires details about the candidate and a summary of the impact the person has made. 

Further details and nomination template: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-honours-nomination-form 

· Defra new social media content - Defra has recently published a video on supporting local restaurants and takeaways. Councils are invited to share the content in their messaging. 

· Twitter: https://twitter.com/DefraGovUK/status/1263481714686529537  

· Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DefraGovUK/videos/1129568704064081 

Community support

· Funding for charities - The Culture Secretary announced that £150 million from dormant bank and building society accounts is to be unlocked to help charities, social enterprises and vulnerable individuals during the coronavirus outbreak. The funding will support urgent work to tackle youth unemployment, expand access to emergency loans for civil society organisations and help improve the availability of fair, affordable credit to people in vulnerable circumstances. The government has also announced that over £22 million in grants will be awarded to life-saving health charities providing vital services to ensure they can meet increased demand as a result of coronavirus.
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· INFORMATION ON ALL NCC SERVICE DISRUPTIONS AND CLOSURES CAN BE FOUND HERE

