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Norfolk County Council has won £3.05 million of government funding to replace a busy staggered crossroads on the A140 at Hempnall between Norwich and Ipswich with a roundabout.
The Department for Transport made the announcement today (Thursday, 19 October) to award the money to the County Council from its National Productivity Investment Fund. 
People who use the current junction often experience queuing and long delays, particularly on the B1527 to Hempnall, and it is expected that the new roundabout will address this, leading to shorter journey times and less congestion. 
The existing junction also has a poor accident record, with eight accidents in the last five years which resulted in 11 casualties and two categorised as serious. These were linked to traffic turning onto the A140 from the minor roads and the replacement roundabout will eliminate this issue and should therefore significantly improve the safety of the junction for all road users.

Norfolk County Council outlines how we reshape Servicesllor

NCC has outlined its ideas for how it will reshape itself to meet its challenges

 

“Making  the best use we can of the money we have. We’re going to look at things like having children’s centres and libraries and other services that could fit together well, based in the same buildings.

 

The council will stage to series of service reviews over the next two years, to meet its savings targets. Ideas include:

Targeting services where people need them most, in fewer buildings

Early help for families in crisis, to reduce the number of children going into care

Support for adults to live independent lives, through reablement and assistive technology

Smarter information and advice, to signpost people to support in their local community

Using county council land to develop housing that is needed by communities

Greater use of technology within the council and in frontline services

More commercial ventures, to make profits that can be invested in services

Business support  

The new Business and Intellectual Property (IP) Centre in the Norfolk and Norwich Millennium Library is one of a network of eleven centres across the UK. It is modelled on the successful Business and IP Centre in London and allows entrepreneurs to take advantage of free intellectual property and business information and expertise.  The Business and IP Centre model has proven successful in helping businesses thrive and survive. It provides a space for entrepreneurs to come together to network, attend events and access a wealth 
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of resources including business databases, Mintel market research reports, company data and information on patents, trademarks, designs and copyright.

 

Find out more about the services on offer at www.norfolk.gov.uk/bipcnorfolk, or follow Business and IP Centre Norfolk on Twitter @BIPCNorfolk
 

Norwich Western Link scheme to be discussed ( Possible Viaduct across Wensum Valley)

A report to a committee of councillors provides details of work completed to date on the new Western Link scheme. The findings indicate that a scheme would help to reduce queueing traffic and delays, support possible future housing and economic growth and could provide high value for money.

 

NCC’s EDT Committee will receive a report on the Norwich Western Link, one of the County Council’s priority infrastructure projects, at its meeting this week. As well as providing an update on progress made to date, the report sets out next steps for the project which could see public consultation conducted next year and a preferred option to resolve transport issues in the west of the city announced by March 2019.

Childrens Centres

Children’s centre services across Norfolk will work more closely with other community services, as part of proposals to improve support for vulnerable families.

NCC is developing a Local Services Strategy, aimed at bringing a range of public services together in urban centres and market towns and developing more targeted outreach services to where people live.

 

The council is looking at its current children’s centre services, to ensure that they are providing the right support, to the right children, in the right place.

By joining-up services and tailoring support to families most in need of extra help and support, the council could save £5m from the children’s centre budget over the next two years, with newly-commissioned children’s centre services in 2019/20.

 

During 2018/19, the council will be working with providers to develop services and models that can be rolled out in the future. The council will also be looking at how it can increase the support and information available online, for those accessing children’s centre services.
Public Consultation

The committees have been meeting over the last two weeks to agree a set of proposals for budget savings that will go out to consultation.  If agreed by P&R on Monday 30th October, the consultation will begin, before the final budget recommendations are made in January’s cycle of meetings.

Social Workers: 50 new social workers plus free update training those retuning to practice

The Return to Social Work programme is offering free training to prepare 100 former social workers to return to their careers in the East of England, London and the West Midlands.
Comprising 12 weeks of high quality training with hands-on work placements, it provides comprehensive coaching and mentoring, including dedicated interview preparation once applicants have registered and are ready to re-enter social work.
It is open to qualified social workers with a minimum of two years’ experience (and not out of the field for more than five) with a right to work in the UK.

Parish Partnership funding applications must be in by early December.

Check NCC Website

Please contact me if you have concerns about services at Norfolk County Council and I will endeavour to help
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