MINUTES OF GILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL MONTHLY MEETING
FEBRUARY 2017

A Meeting of Gillingham Parish Council was held at the village hall on Wednesday, 
1st February, 2017, at 7:30pm. 


Parish Ten - parishioners slot. - Two members of the public attended.  A resident of Church Road was still unsatisfied with the police support she was getting for anti social behaviour.  Councillor Stone said that she was still keeping an interest in the issue and that this must be reported to the police and copied to her.  Clerk to contact Highways with a view to adjusting the line of sight of the existing signs and ask the police to continue a regular presence during evening patrols. The resident said that although she had reported an untaxed vehicle being parked near her house, the police did not seem interested. 
The other member of the public in attendance has a vested interest in the marshes and requested clarification of what was happening with regards to Marsh Lane and asking to be kept in touch with the ongoing situation.  The clerk advised the council that she had received communication from the marsh owner – see below.
County Cllr Mrs Stone gave a run through of her report for the month – copy attached.

Minutes of Last Meeting - The minutes from the December 2016 meeting were approved by the council and signed by Councillor Massingham.  No matters arising.

Apologies – District Cllr Kay Billig.

Declaration of Interests  - none. 


Village Matters: - The clerk  has received an offer of help from South Norfolk Council with regards to setting up a Community Emergency Plan, initially for River View area and later to include the rest of Gillingham.  The council said they would like further details of this.

Marsh Lane to River Bank - having spoken with the land owner the clerk had received a letter offering permitted access as long as the field was not used as a dog exercise area.  Permission would be withdrawn if this happened or when cattle were on the marsh.  The clerk is still trying to speak to the Norfolk Trails department but is concerned that with a change of landowner the permission could be withdrawn.
South Norfolk Council is in the process of bringing dog bin charges up to date to be paid in advance rather than as currently charged, in arrears.  There will also be a substantial increase in charges including the withdrawal of one free dog bin.
The clerk has been in touch with the Archdeacon regarding St Mary's Church and concerns over what was happening.  Although positive moves are being made to care for it, the parish council have been assured that the neither the church or the churchyard would be sold off.  It is still available for Anglican services and burials although has recently been used by the Romanian Orthodox Church.


Correspondence: - Letter of complaint received regarding parking of cars at the roundabout by McDonald's staff.
Letter from South Norfolk Tree network  committee
Letter from Historic England ref Gillingham War Memorial – invitation to comment on assessment of memorial being of special architectural interest.


Planning Matters: - 2017/0064 45 The Street - variation to roof of extension – no comments.

Finance - Precept request for £6700.00 submitted (same as last year).
The clerk has received the revised Parish Council allowances -  the council agreed that they would continue to use the previous allowances.
Parish Clerks expenses – working from home allowance £150.00
Printer ink - £41.65
2 x safety signs - £24.23
Remembrance Day wreath - £17.00

Any Other Business - Details regarding the Big Litter Pick can be found on the notice boards and parish council website.  Flytipping at Gillingham Beach to be reported.  Demolished footpath signs at Manor House Farm and opp. no.1 The Boundaries to be reported.

Next meeting of the Gillingham PC will be on Wednesday 1st March, 2017 at 7.30pm.
Full minutes of the February meeting and County Cllr Mrs Stones report can be found on the parish council website.

Clerk’s email address:  juliapuntgpc@btinternet.com

Gillingham Parish Council website:  http://gillingham-pc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/

District Councillor Kay Billig email: 

 HYPERLINK "mailto:kbillig@s-norfolk.gov.uk"
kbillig@s-norfolk.gov.uk
County Councillor:  Margaret.Stone@norfolk.gov.uk
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